






















































































































The Boy Without a Name by Idries Shah, illustrated by Natasha Delmar, © ISHK, 2000

Hoopoe Teaching-Storiestm

How To Make Felt-Board Characters
The Boy Without A Name

SUPPLIES:
1. Felt: blue, brown, light-orange, light-peach,

purple and white
2. Good all-purpose glue (works best!)
3. Markers, fine-point: black and red
4. Scissors

ANOTHER OPTION:

1. Make color copies of characters
from the book

2. Glue them to felt and trim
NOTE: Paper Craft Glue works best!

Have fun!

BOX:

1. Glue BOX-INSIDE to BOX
2. Decorate BOX

HUSNI:

1. Cut out SHIRT and glue VEST (light-orange) on front
2. Glue HEAD, HANDS and PANTS (white) to back of SHIRT
3. Glue SHOES to back of PANTS
4. Draw face or glue on color copy
5. Glue on HAIR (HUSNI)
6. Glue on HAT

See below and next page for pattern pieces that you
can copy and use for making this scene. For color

versions of these instructions or help on making a felt
board, go to www.hoopoekids.com.



CAUTION: Avoid injury! Adult supervision recommended, if necessary.

This project includes cutting with scissors!

ANWAR:

1. Cut out SHIRT and glue VEST (purple) on front
2. Glue HEAD, HANDS and PANTS (blue) to back of SHIRT
3. Glue SHOES to back of PANTS
4. Draw face or glue on color copy
5. Glue on HAIR (ANWAR)
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Hoopoe Teaching-Storiestm

How To Make a Finger-Puppet
The Boy Without A Name

CAUTION: Avoid injury! Adult supervision recommended, if necessary. This project

includes cutting with scissors, using a sharp sewing needle and sharp straight-pins!

Have fun!

Step 1:

1. Roll BODY around your finger so it’s snug
2. Sew along open edge

Step 5:

1. Place body on top of SHIRT-BACK
2. Place SHIRT-FRONT on top, lining up front and back
3. Sew edges of SHIRT: shoulders, under-arms

and sides

Step 2:

1. Line up HEAD pieces and sew along the
upper edge

2. Place stretched cotton ball inside HEAD
3. Sew rest of open edge around HEAD and neck
4. Draw Husni’s face or glue on a copy

Step 1

Step 3:

1. Sew HAIR on front of HEAD
2. Line up HAT-FRONT and HAT-BACK and sew

along upper edge attaching it to HEAD

Step 2

Step 3

Step 4:

1. Place HEAD along top edge of BODY
2. Sew to attach

Step 4
Step 7:

1. Place body on top of VEST-BACK
2. Place VEST FRONT-RIGHT and FRONT-LEFT on

top, lining up front and back
3. Sew edges of VEST: shoulders and sides
4. Draw stripes of VEST

Step 6:

1. Place each HAND inside bottom of shirt-sleeve
2. Add a few stitches to attach

Step 5

Step 6

Step 7

See next page for pattern pieces that you can copy
and use for making this puppet. For color versions of

these instructions, go to www.hoopoekids.com.



Finger-Puppet Supplies & Pattern Pieces
Supplies:
1. Cotton ball
2. Felt: brown, light-orange, light-peach and white
3. Markers, fine point: black and red
4. Sewing needle
5. Scissors
6. Straight-pins
7. Thread

Optional:
1. Photocopy of Husni’s face
2. Glue
NOTE: Paper Craft Glue works best!



This prepared script is based on The Boy Without a Name by Idries Shah. Text copyright © 2000 by the Estate of Idries Shah. Published by Hoopoe

Books www.hoopoekids.com. Reproduction of this script is granted to educational organizations with the permission of the publisher. All other

duplication, copying or reproduction is prohibited.

CCCAAASSSTTT

Narrator 1

Narrator 2

Narrator 3

The Wise Man: dressed in a long belted

coat and turban

The Parents of Nameless (or Benaam –

whose name changes to Husni)

Nameless (Benaam - whose name

changes to Husni in the middle of the

play)

Anwar

The Other Participants in the Play

IIIDDDEEEAAASSS FFFOOORRR PPPRRROOOPPPSSS
(Props are optional and can all be constructed out of cardboard and other common items.)

1. Magic Boxes (decorated with exotic
colors and images), such as a small box “full
of all kinds of names…from all the countries
of the world.” You might research and
discuss in class what each child’s name
would be in a different country. (For
example, John would be Jean in France, or
Joseph would be Giuseppe in Italy.) Have
the students come up with various names.
Write these down on pieces of paper and
place them in the box. You might refer to the
illustrations in the book for ideas. (See other
ideas for researching names in the
“Home/School” section of the Teacher’s
Lesson Plan.)

2. A box “of dreams that people don’t want.”
Have the class decide on a dream that Husni
might not want and make an image of it.

3. A box “full of wonderful dreams”: Ask
the students to share their ideas of what they
think is “wonderful,” then have them draw
or cut out from magazines images that
illustrate these ideas. Fill the box with these
images. The book’s illustrations offer some
“wonderful” ideas, too.

4. Items in the Wise Man’s house: colorful
pillows, “oriental” rugs, a cat, etc.

AA oonnee--aacctt ddrraammaattiicc ppllaayy

TThhee BBooyy WWiitthhoouutt aa NNaammee
bbyy IIddrriieess SShhaahh



TTTHHHEEE SSSCCCRRRIIIPPPTTT FFFOOORRR TTTHHHEEE BBBOOOYYY WWWIIITTTHHHOOOUUUTTT AAA NNNAAAMMMEEE

Narrator 1: Once upon a time, long, long, long ago, in a country far from here, there

lived a boy who had no name.

Narrator 2: It is very strange to have no name, and you might ask…

One of the Participants: Why didn’t he have a name?

Narrator 3: Well, it was like this.

Narrator 1: On the day he was born, his parents were just about to choose a name for

him…

Narrator 2: when a very wise man came to the house.

The Wise Man (to the parents): This is a very, very important boy, and I am going to give

him something marvelous one day, but I will have to give him his name first. So please

don’t give him a name yet.

The Parents: All right, but when will he get a name?

The Wise Man: I cannot say now, but remember, he is a very important boy and you

must be careful not to give him a name.

Narrator 3: So the parents called him “Benaam”…

Narrator 1: which means “Nameless” in the language of that country.

Narrator 2: For he was a boy without a name.

Narrator 3: One day Nameless went to see his friend who lived in the next house.

Nameless (to his friend Anwar): Everybody has a name, and I would like to have one, too.

Do you have a name you can give me?

Anwar: I only have one name. It is Anwar. That’s my name, and I need it. If I gave it to

you, what would I do for a name? Besides, what would you give me if I did give you my

name? You haven’t got anything.

Nameless: I’ve got a dream I don’t want. I could give you that.

Anwar: But how can we find out how to get a name and how to pass on a dream from

one person to another?

Nameless: I know, let’s go and ask the wise man!

Narrator 1: Now, the wise man knew everything, and fortunately he didn’t live very far

away.

Narrator 2: So Nameless and Anwar went to his house and they knocked on the door.

Narrator 3: As soon as he saw them, the wise man said…
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The Wise Man: Come in, Nameless and Anwar…

Narrator 3: even though he had never seen them before.

Nameless and Anwar (in unison): How did you know who we were?

The Wise Man: I know many things. And, besides, I was expecting you. Sit down here,

and I’ll see what I have in my magic boxes.

(Nameless and Anwar sit down on the cushions beside the wise man.)

The Wise Man (picking up the small box of “names”): This is a magic box, and it’s

absolutely full of all kinds of names. You just see.

Narrator 1: And when he opened the lid of the box, the boys could hear all the

names in it.

All Other Participants: (in unison, whisper the names written on the pieces of paper in the

box…have each participant pick a different name to whisper.)

Narrator 2: There were all kinds of names.

All of the Narrators: Names, names, names.

Narrator 3: Names saying themselves…

Narrator 1: names saying other names.

Narrator 2: Names saying names from all the countries of the world.

Narrator 3: And the wise man picked a name out of the box and handed it to

Nameless…

Narrator 1: and the name jumped onto his hand…

Narrator 2: ran up his arm and sprang onto his shoulder…

Narrator 3: and then it went into his ear…

Narrator 1: and right into his head.

All of the Narrators: And suddenly he knew that he had a name!

Nameless – now known as Husni: Hooray! Hooray! I’ve got a name. I am Husni!

Narrator 2: Husni was his name.

Anwar: But I want the dream that Husni promised me!

The Wise Man: Patience, my boy!

(Pick up the box of “dreams that people don’t want” and open it)

This is a box of dreams that people don’t want. You just stroke your head to take the

dream out of it, Husni, and then put the dream into this box.

Narrator 3: And Husni did so, and, sure enough, when he stroked his head he found

that the dream came into his hand…
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Narrator 1: and when he put his hand down near the box, the dream popped into the

box.

(Husni holds the picture that the class made of the dream he didn’t want and puts it in the box.)

The Wise Man (picking up the box of “wonderful dreams” and opening it): This box is full of

wonderful dreams!

Narrator 2: And the two boys could see all sorts of marvelous dreams inside.

All of the Narrators: Wonderful, wonderful dreams!

All Other Participants: (pick out of the box the images of dreams that they created.)

The Wise Man: I am going to give you one dream each. Pick a dream.

Narrator 3 (as the boys pick a dream out of the box): And the dreams, as soon as they caught

hold of them…

Narrator 1: ran up their arms, onto their shoulders, into their ears…

Narrator 2: and right into their heads…

Narrator 3: just as Husni’s name had done. And after that…

All of the Narrators: forever and ever, Husni had a name…

All of the cast: and the two boys, Husni and Anwar, always had wonderful dreams.

THE END
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Hoopoe Books Teaching-Storiestm

A Series for Young Readers
by Idries Shah

“…a series of children’s books that have captivated the hearts and minds of people
from all walks of life. The books are tales from a rich tradition of storytelling from
Central Asia and the Middle East. Stories told and retold to children, by campfire

and candlelight, for more than a thousand years. Through repeated readings, these
stories provoke fresh insight and more flexible thought in children.

Beautifully illustrated.”
- NEA Today: The Magazine of the National Education Association

This award-winning series of beautifully illustrated children’s books by Afghan
author Idries Shah presents tales from a rich tradition of storytelling. Adapted for

con-temporary Western culture, these tales have been used to entertain and teach
children all over Afghanistan, Central Asia and the Middle East for over

a thousand years!

The Hoopoe Teaching-Stories series provides a program designed to meet the
National Standards in Education and guide students towards mastery of the

content required by the Common Core for State Standards for Language Arts; the
California Content Standards in English Language Learners, History-Social Science,

Visual and Performing Arts. These multicultural tales are designed with a wide
range of student abilities in mind. Hoopoe Teaching-Stories can be used with:

advanced students, English-language learners, and students with learning
disabilities or reading difficulties.

Hoopoe Teaching-Stories prepare students to master the Common Core State
Standards for Language Arts by helping them build skills in reading comprehension,

literary response and analysis, and vocabulary development.

Titles in the Hoopoe Teaching-Stories Program include:

K through Gr. 8 lesson plans aligned to Common Core State Standards for
Language Arts and California Content Standards
Read-aloud and independent reading activities

Oral-language skill development
Higher-level thinking skills

Personal response and Reader’s Theater
Word study and vocabulary building

Art activities
Main ideas, making inferences, generating analogies, comparing and contrasting

Home/School communication activities

Hoopoe Books is an imprint of The Institute for the Study of Human Knowledge (ISHK),
an educational 501c(3) non-profit organization.


